BISMARCK

1 Charlottenburg:   March 25, 1888.

' To-day, my dear Prince, I think with you of the fifty
years which have gone by since you entered the army,
and I am genuinely glad that the GardeJager of that time
can look back with so much satisfaction to this half-cen-
tury which has gone by. I will not to-day enter on long
considerations on the political services which have for
ever enwoven your name with our history. One thing I
must lay stress on, that where it was a question of the
welfare of the army, of completing its strength and readi-
ness, you never failed to fight out the struggle and carry
it through. The army therefore thanks you for the bless-
ings attained, which it will never forget; at its head the
war-lord who but a few days ago has been called to take-
up that place after the departure of him who never ceased
to carry in his heart the welfare of the army.

' Yours most truly,

' FREDERICK/